Presbyterian Women

Tres Rios Presbytery

2010 History

2010 began with the Coordinating Team Retreat January 29-30 at Calamity Creek Ranch in Fort Davis, Texas.  This event is always a very inspirational time—a time to get better acquainted, a time to dream for PW, a time for business, and a time for fun.  Sheron Antczak, PW Moderator of Synod of the Sun joined the group this year, giving a talk on prayer and talking about what’s new with PW.  Fourteen members of the coordinating team were present.  All officers gave reports.  

The CT decided that the Justice and Peace Offering for 2010 would go toward Solar Under the Sun, a project of Synod of the Sun, and the Willie Hall Black-Barstow Scholarship Fund for seminary students under the care of Tres Rios Presbytery.  The offerings received at Spring Gatherings and Fall Retreat/Cluster Gatherings go to the Justice and Peace Offering each year.  $575 was collected for Solar Under the Sun; $1150 was given for scholarships through Willie Hall Black-Barstow Scholarship Fund.
Tres Rios Presbytery supports PW financially and gives PW voice and vote at the Presbytery meetings and a seat on Presbytery Council.  PW Moderator is always given time on the floor of Presbytery meetings for a brief update on its work.  At the February meeting of Tres Rios Presbytery PW Moderator Joyce Bronaugh included her report in the presbytery packets for the meeting.  Because Joyce had to attend the Synod of the Sun PW meeting in Arkansas, Historian Helen Glass gave the oral report for her at the meeting.  This was Joyce’s last report to Tres Rios Presbytery since her term as PW Moderator ended in April.

The Tres Rios PW Coordinating Team met again for business prior to the Spring Gatherings.  The CT met at 5 p.m. on April 7th at Trinity Presbyterian Church in El Paso; they met at the Tres Rios Presbytery office on April 9th at 5 p.m.     

Two Spring Gatherings were held again this year:  the west meeting was held at Trinity Presbyterian Church in El Paso on Wednesday, April 7th from 6-9 p.m., and the east meeting was held at First Presbyterian in Midland on Saturday, April 10th from 9am-3pm.  The theme of these gatherings was “Missions—God’s Call”. The Rev. Eugenia Gamble, Director of Spiritual Development at First Presbyterian Church of San Obispo, CA was the keynote speaker. She was outstanding!!!  Any interested persons were invited to attend the talks by Eugenia Gamble.  Signed copies of “Get Your Foot Out of the Durn Petunias” by Marj Carpenter and “Bennett” by Eugenia Gamble were given as door prizes.  Invitations for 2011 Spring Gatherings were issued by Divine Savior Presbyterian Church of El Paso and Church of the Good Shepherd in Sonora. 
Items of business at these meetings included: approval of the revisions of By-Laws and Job Descriptions; approval of the 2010 budget as presented by Treasurer Mona Rood; approval of the recipient of the Willie Hall Black-Barstow Scholarship; exchange of information from outgoing officers to incoming officers; and installation of new officers for the Tres Rios PW CT.  

The following officers were installed for Tres Rios PW:


Moderator                                           Cecilia Casal


Moderator in Nomination                     Bea Torres

Secretary                                              Karen Bartholomeo
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Treasurer                                              Mona Rood


Historian                                               Helen Glass

Willie Hall Black-Barstow
Scholarship Coordinator            Pam Hicks

Horizons Representative
               Cindy Dunagan


Desert Rose Cluster Coordinator           Mary Grube-Beard


Crossroads Cluster Coordinator             Sue Stroman

Other officers on the CT include:


Together in Service/Mission



Opportunity                                 Karen Boozer


Cultural Diversity Coordinator
     Cecilia Casal


Concho Valley Cluster Coordinator        Bea Torres

 
Creation Cluster Coordinator
                 JoAnn Laird


Mountain Cluster Coordinator
     Linda Allen


Concho Valley Search                             Roberta James


Crossroads Search


     Jo Dell Myrick


Creation Search


     JoAnn Laird


Desert Rose Search


     Joyce Burkholder


Mountain Search


     Louadah Waggoner

Due to health reasons Pam Hicks had to resign and Susan Holstedt became the new Willie Hall Black/Barstow Scholarship Coordinator, filling Pam’s unexpired term through 2013.
Joyce Bronaugh’s husband Bert accepted a call to the Presbyterian Church in Schulenburg, Texas which meant that Joyce will not be active in PW in Tres Rios any more.  She will be greatly missed here in Tres Rios but what an asset to PW in the Schulenburg area!!

 Kent Jasperse was the recipient of the WHB-B Scholarship for 2010-2011.  Kent is under the care of First Presbyterian Church of San Angelo, TX where he served as Youth Director prior to going into the ministry.  He is attending Princeton Theological Seminary and is in his second year.  Kent is married with two young children.
Several women from Tres Rios attended the PW Women’s Conferences at MO Ranch in June; a few attended the Bible Study Conference at MO in July.  Tres Rios PW attending the Synod of the Sun PW Gathering July 15-18 in Oklahoma City were Donna Minear, Cecilia Casal, Monika Robinson and Judia Foreman. Installed as officers for PW Synod of the Sun were Judia Foreman as Moderator and Monika Robinson as Secretary. 

The CT met again on August 14th at the Tres Rios Presbytery office for business and to plan the Fall Cluster Meetings and the CT Retreat in January of 2011.  Cecilia Casal moderated her first meeting.  Thirteen CT members were able to attend.  Judia Foreman, Synod of the Sun Moderator talked about the PW Roma Basket Project and the Water Project.  Members were asked to canvas their cluster churches to see how interest might be revived in PW.  That topic will be discussed again at the CT retreat in January 2011.
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Cluster Meetings 2010:

September 11—Mountain Cluster hosted its meeting at First Presbyterian Church in Ft. Davis.  28 women were present; the offering of $300 was given to Presbytery Mission Workers Fund and Disaster Relief in Haiti & Pakistan.  Carol Toombs and Amy Parker from First Presbyterian Church in Fort Worth, TX addressed the theme: “Growing Towards God: Spiritual Formation Through Prayer” and led the participants in several spiritual disciplines. Participants were invited to visit different stations of a spiritual center which was set up in the fellowship hall.  It was a very inspirational event.


September 18—Creation and Crossroads Clusters held their joint meeting at First Presbyterian Church in Midland.  28 women attended this meeting; the offering of $189 was given to the Justice and Peace Offering.  Judia Foreman brought some of the beautiful Roma baskets to sell and talked about that PW project which helps Roma women in the Ukraine to help themselves through the basket weaving business.  Helen Glass gave an overview of the Horizons Bible study “Journeys Through Revelation”.  She shared ideas on how to lead the study.


October 9—Concho Valley Cluster met at Nazareth Presbyterian Church in San Angelo.  Cluster Coordinator Bea Torres gave a talk about how to involve young women in the church, sharing part of the PW training she received via Churchwide in Orlando,  Florida.  14 women attended. Since it was Cancer Awareness month, Roberta James, Tres Rios PW Search Chair, shared her personal testimony as a breast cancer survivor.  The gathering was closed with a piano medley of 12 Christian songs by Charlotte Wilson of Sonora. The offering of $110 went to Justice and Peace project.


November 16—Desert Rose Cluster met at Highland Presbyterian Church.  19 women gathered to hear Rev. Rebecca Whitaker address the importance of prayer and gratitude.  Participants were invited to visit a spiritual center prepared in Ellis Hall. Moderator Cecilia Casal shared information from the PW Treasurer and Horizons Rep and also gave away a free subscription to Horizons magazine.  An offering of $97 was collected for Justice and Peace.
The following is information from individual churches and their PW groups in Tres Rios:

Concho Valley Cluster—Cluster Coordinator Bea Torres


St. Mark Presbyterian Church in San Angelo has a PW group that uses the Horizons Bible study monthly.  They also have what they call Presbyterian Ladies Night Out, where they gather and celebrate birthdays, or have a craft night, or other special events.  One such event was an ornament exchange in December.  Of course food is always involved!  The ladies also prepared 75 gift bags to give to needy children during advent.  These women have gladly taken on the task of helping their pastor visit shut-ins during the year.

St. Paul Presbyterian Church of San Angelo has PWs who have donated food valued at $600 to Project Dignidad.  Another huge project was their involvement in starting a city-wide drive to serve cooked meals to school children during the time that school lunches are not offered (school holidays, summer).  Other mission projects include Dresses for Africa, giving food to Boys and Girls Clubs, food to YMCA, gift certificates to needy teens and gifts to children of needy families at Christmas, and organizing and gathering food to make up Christmas Food Baskets.  Even though they do not have a
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regular Bible study group, these women are definitely mission-minded!  In December they hosted a lovely Christmas brunch.

Nazareth Presbyterian Church in San Angelo has a PW Bible study group which uses the Horizons Bible study.  The group is also very active in fund raisers, garage sales, dinner plate sales, tamale sales, raffle sales, craft sales and their church fall festival fund raiser.  The money from such events helps pay for trips such as the Hispanic Women’s Conference at MO Ranch.  Mission projects they are involved in include collecting items for women in prison.  They have also started a clothes closet which is serving many.


First Presbyterian Church of Ballinger, First Presbyterian Church of Eldorado, and First Presbyterian Church of Sonora also have active women’s groups.
Creation Cluster—JoAnn Laird, Cluster Coordinator

First Presbyterian, Odessa boasts 126 women members in the church with 38 active in PW. There are two circles in the church which meet monthly and use the Horizons Bible study.  PW Officers were: Moderator Nina Rice, Moderator-elect Martha Moore, Secretary Diane Myers, Treasurer Mary Thompson, and Historian Fran Shintani.  Six women attended Spring Gathering in Big Spring, ten attended the Fall Cluster Meeting in Midland, nine attended the MO Ranch Women’s Conference, and 2 attended the MO Ranch Bible Study Conference.  These women made financial contributions to the Birthday Offering, Fellowship of the Least Coin Offering, Tres Rios PW Justice & Peace Project, Willie Hall Black-Barstow Scholarship Fund, Presbyterian Children’s Home and Services, and locally Children’s Clothes Closet, Family Promise, and Blue Circle Ministries.  In addition they also collected Campbell Soup Labels for the Friendship House in Odessa. An Honorary Life Membership was conferred on Elizabeth Somers.  At a combined circle meeting in July Sally Green was the speaker.  They celebrated the resurrection of eight women who died during the year: Marion Jones, Sybil Rice, Marjorie Kramer, Pat Bynum, Emily Kuykendall, Dorothy Wallace, Frances MacLean, and Fran Gleaton.  Mona Rood serves as treasurer of Tres Rios PW while JoAnn Laird serves on the Search Team and as Cluster Coordinator. In addition to PW work, many women are active in the church and presbytery governing bodies.  Serving as elders were Mary Jane Briscoe, Terri Francell, Berniece Johnson, Janette Miller, Denise Mourning, Laurie Nelson, Diana Olson, Robin Provance, Betty Jo Slider, and Tori Steen.  Cheri Dalton, Georgia Jackson, Martha Moore, Diane Myers, Mary Neff and Lorraine Perryman served as deacons.  Four women attended presbytery meetings.  Elizabeth Somers and Ann Tilley serve on Tres Rios Presbytery committees.  Historian Fran Shintani shared a wonderful narrative about their PW adventure to attend the MO Ranch Women’s Conference: “Word went out that 3 PW women were going to Mo Ranch.  After much talking back and forth, it seemed that 10 of us boarded two cars and set sail for Mo a day early.  We went to a beautiful bed and breakfast in Comfort, Texas.  The grounds were excellent with old trees, a river down the hill, swings and a swimming pool.  The sleeping accommodations were even better with a main building and a separate “little house” which slept 7.  Guanter’s Grill served us dinner and even had a country band.  We had a marvelous meal, sang along with the band and thoroughly enjoyed
ourselves.  Breakfast the next morning was a delight as we ate outside on  wrap-around porch while watching the hummingbirds.  Of course we had to shop in Comfort!
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We arrived at Mo in time to check in, get our housing assignments and eat dinner.  The conference was very good this year and we all enjoyed our experience (except one who discovered that she was prone to heat prostration).  We hope even more women will go next year.”


Westminster Presbyterian in Odessa has 130 women members of which 20 are active in PW.  Their one circle meets monthly on the third Thursday and they use the Horizons Bible study.  Financial contributions were made as follows: $50 each to support the mission pledge of PW in the Presbytery, Synod and Churchwide; $50 each to Thank Offering, Willie Hall Black-Barstow Scholarship Fund and Justice and Peace Project; $112 for Birthday Offering; $31 Fellowship of the Least Coin.  Two women were able to attend the Mo Ranch Women’s Conference. The women were quite busy collecting items for worthy causes: school supplies for Village Place Apt. students (K-9); new socks and underwear to Methodist Clothes Closet; helping youth with food baskets for homebound; supporting the Diaconate Angel Tree with gifts going to Village Place apt. children; cans of soup for Souper Bowl Sunday to support Meals on Wheels; games, art supplies, crayons, coloring books and water colors for Odessa Boys and Girls Clubs;  supplies for repairing homes in support of  the Youth Mission Trip to the Texas coast; greeting card fronts for Project VIDA which are used as rewards for their reading program.  A blanket Ministry has made and given out 10 blankets this year.  According to Historian Shelley Porter, “If someone is ill or needs prayer we make them a blanket.  The edge of the blanket is knotted and each knot is a prayer said for that person.”  Presbyterian Women at Westminster are heavily involved in the Family Promise Program.  This program is a new operation in Odessa, started as a way to house and feed homeless families while they look for work.  When they find a job, the program allows the families to continue to stay in the program until they have enough money saved to be able to afford to pay rent on their own.  There are several churches in Odessa who are involved.  Every month or six weeks the church houses these families by letting them live in the church seven days at a time.  After seven days they move to another church.  The families return to a central location each morning to shower and do laundry.  The central location has computers, phones and an address to use while their job-hunt progresses.  While the families are at Westminster meals are coordinated three times a day.  Clothes are donated as needed or money given to buy clothes as needed to wear while they search for jobs.  Children’s clothing is also secured if needed.  Transportation is offered to go to job interviews or to work.  This outreach program has been a joyful way for this church to give back to their community.  In May the PW Birthday Luncheon and officer installation was hosted for both Odessa churches: First and Westminster.  Installed as PW Officers were: Moderator Lynn Wood, Secretary/Historian Shelley Porter, Treasurer Rose Meise, Parliamentarian Anne Hess and Service & Project Chair Joan McCown.  To fund the Honorary Life Memberships the women purchased pewter Christmas ornaments of the church building.  Proceeds of the sales enabled four Honorary Life Memberships to be awarded to recipients Virginia
Lewis, Jo Lynn Logan, Pat Austin and Pam Keel.  The women remember fondly the following who died during the year: Betty Kettle who died 1/30/10 and Alice Jeffers who

was born 6/5/26 and died 10/16/10.  Serving as Deacons in the church were Peggy Tres Rios 

Dean, Bobbie Duncan, Mary Goodwin, Anne Hess, Karon Hildebrand, Nanette Kelton and Amy Mitis.  Women serving as elders were Genna Clark, Betty Love, Anne Mackey, 
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Joan McCown, Lynn Wood, Carolyn Tripp and Claire Gregory.  One of these women was able to attend a presbytery meeting.

Women are also active in the other churches in this cluster:  First Presbyterian of Seminole, First  Presbyterian of Andrews, and First Presbyterian of Monahans although there are no active PW groups.
Crossroads Cluster—Cluster Coordinator Sue Stroman

First Presbyterian Church of Coahoma has a very active PW in their church and a strong Bible study group.  They meet monthly and enjoy a light meal together, have a business meeting and do the Horizons Bible study.  The meetings are lively in fellowship, serious in study and with generous hearts for mission.  They rotate leadership of the study and hosting the meal.  A special Christmas pot luck meal, Bible study and Chinese gift exchange are enjoyed each year.  There are 12-14 ladies who participate.  Their favorite local mission project is providing underwear, socks and clothing to needy school children.  They also work with a local project to clean up and improve the community.  These ladies are excellent cooks and often provide refreshments for special events.

First Presbyterian Church of Big Spring has two PW groups which meet monthly—a “traditional” circle with officers which meets in the afternoon for business and Bible study and an evening group which meets for Bible study only.  Both groups take up offerings to support PW projects and participate in PW functions.  The Horizons Bible study was used in both groups, with leadership rotating in the afternoon circle; the evening Bible study is led by Helen Glass.  Both groups meet in the church.  Of the 119 women church members, 33 are active in PW.  One attended the Mo Ranch Women’s Conference and two attended the Mo Ranch Bible Study Conference.  This year’s officers were: Moderator Patti Horton, Secretary Nancy Little, Treasurer Neva Green, Together in Service Jo Dell Myrick, Bereavement Pat Fleming, Historian Marj Carpenter, Yearbook Monika Robinson, Community Action Sara Tipton, Church Women United Ethel Guthrie and Card Ministry Jean Ann Farley.  Monika Robinson serves as Secretary for PW Synod of the Sun while Helen Glass serves Tres Rios Presbytery PW as Historian. This year PW financially supported the mission pledge to Presbytery, Synod and Churchwide, Birthday Offering, Thank Offering, Willie Hall Black-Barstow Scholarship Fund, Roma Basket Project, Justice and Peace Project, Presbyterian Children’s Home and Services, Church World Service and Least Coin Offering.  In addition to monetary contributions the women participated in collecting stamps to help alleviate hunger in the Congo, collecting toiletries to give to needy families, giving to the Noisy Offering which goes to purchase food for local families in need as well as supporting the Presbyterian Hunger Program, providing cupcakes and punch for the Big Spring State Hospital, providing cake mixes for the Parkview Nursing Home, purchasing Mothers Day cards for Healthy Women, Healthy Families (formerly known as Networkers), collecting greeting card fronts for
Project VIDA in El Paso, making pies for the Salvation Army Thanksgiving meal, cooking for the youth meetings when their church is host and giving Christmas gifts to the Service Committee Adopt-A-Family. A favorite project involves baking cookies for 
college students, servicemen and homebound members for Christmas.  The women met for lunch in the fellowship hall on December 6th with moderator Patti Horton providing a delicious lunch.  Then the women got to work boxing up their homemade cookies to mail to college students and servicemen.  A fast food card was also tucked into the packages
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for college kids.  Trays of cookies were gaily wrapped and delivered by the women to the homebound members and friends of the church. 14 women attended the Spring Gathering at First Midland; 6 attended the Fall Cluster meeting at Midland First.  Helen Glass led the Bible Study overview at the cluster meeting.  Fifteen women attended Church Women United events.  A highlight of the year was the Birthday Brunch in May where $690 was collected for the Birthday Offering.  Judia Foreman, PW Synod of the Sun Moderator in Nomination from Midland, came and gave a power point presentation on the Global Exchange trip to Eastern Europe in which she participated.  Judia also installed the PW officers.  Katie Grimes presented Honorary Life Memberships to Lucy Odom and Sara Tipton.  It was a special day for all!  In addition to PW events, many women participated in “The Bible in 90 Days” study at the church.  Women serving as elders were Lucy Odom, Katie Grimes, Claudie Patterson, Monika Robinson and Helen Glass. Others served on presbytery committees: Lucy Odom on Mission, Deborah Jones on Training and Nurture, Myra Robinson on Second Harvest Campaign, and Helen Glass on Personnel.  Marj Carpenter served on the Presbytery Judicial Commission and the GA Irish Task Force.  PW fondly remembered and celebrated the lives of those women who died in 2010: Lynda Glass, Winnie Patterson, Kathleen Aton, Elaine Potter and Dorothy Lusk.

First Presbyterian in Midland has five PW circles that meet monthly.  The Horizons Bible study is used.  Other studies used include Beth Moore and Michele Anthony.  Of the 897 women members, 225 are active in PW.  The Women’s Retreat at the Warren Ranch in January had 75 participants.  Micca Campbell was the retreat keynote speaker.  Both the Spring Gathering in April and the Fall Cluster Meeting for Crossroads and Creation Clusters were hosted here by PW.  10 women attended Mo Ranch conferences; 2 attended the Synod Gathering.  Financial contributions were given for the Birthday Offering, Least Coin, Justice and Peace, Willie Hall Black-Barstow Scholarship Fund, St. Andrews Mission, Safe Place and the Layette Fund.  The Prayer Shawl ministry continued to be strong-- approximately 100 prayer shawls were knitted and given away to the sick and homebound.  PW helped with Operation Bless the Children where shoeboxes were sent to Mexico.  A special project this year was buying Christmas presents for 250 LOOP—Loved Ones of Prisoners—kids.  These children have a parent or guardian who is incarcerated.  The gifts were distributed at the church at a Christmas party for the children.   PW officers for the year were Moderator Katy Morrow, Bible Moderator Chairs Mary Beth Anton and Shannon Weisenfels, Publicity/Bulletin Board Debbie Wiggins, Flower Chair Carolyn Beall, Layette Chair Jill Ham, Meals on Wheels Amanda Ellis and Emily Blonkvist and Historian Ann Bell.  Holy
Rollers @ Manor Park were Marilyn Hightower, Brenda McClure, Carolyn Beall, Janice Marshall and Susan Ohlenburg.  Serving as Tres Rios PW officers were Crossroads Cluster Coordinator Sue Stroman, and Moderator Cecilia Casal.  Judia Foreman serves as Synod of the Sun PW Moderator.  Women are also active in the church.  Serving as
elders were Susan Atchison, Kaye Cowden, Jean Kiker, Marty Massie, Kathy Nobles, Jill Spannaus, Susan Askins, Kelvie Cleverdon, Karen Davis, Janis Dickeson, Jane Ramsland, Susan Richardson, Emily Blonkvist, Kris Hodge, Jennie House, Brenda McClure, Sally Reeder, Amy Robnett, Carole Warren, J’Lynn Wheeler.  Serving on the Diaconate were Debbie Bekke, Ann Bell, Kitty Chalfant, Mary Pat Nelson, Lynne
2010 History of  Tres Rios Presbyterian Women

Parsley, Heather Petty, Betty Starnes, Carolyn Winkler, Adelle Downing, Debbie Hedrick, Louisa Fikes, Teresa Newman, Janet Pritchett, Debbie Wiggins, Patrice Blanchard, Julie Edwards, Whitney Gripp, Kristi Hyatt, Karen Lange and Connie Morrow.

Trinity Presbyterian in Midland has one PW circle using  Horizons Bible study.


Grace Presbyterian in Midland does not have an organized PW group but the women are very active in all church activities and pastor Cheryl Homsher is very supportive of PW events in Tres Rios.


As Cluster Coordinator Sue Stroman concludes, “All the ladies from all the churches do what PWs do best—feed, clothe, nurture and comfort.”

Desert Rose Cluster—Cluster Coordinator Mary Grube-Beard

Seven of the eight churches in El Paso have been meeting weekly on Sunday evenings for the past year to worship and fellowship together. Divine Savior, First, Highland, Manhatten, St. Andrew, Trinity and University members, as well as PW members have gotten to know each other during the past year and have begun to join together in their various programs.  There was a joint teen evening of worship and fellowship in the fall, St. Andrew sponsored an Autumn Celebration on Halloween at which all of the churches attended, and all of the churches contributed turkeys and other holiday foods to the Highland Food cupboard for their Thanksgiving dinner gift boxes.  All eight of the El Paso churches are very supportive of Project VIDA.
Of the eight Presbyterian Churches in El Paso, three of them have very active PW organizations—First, Highland and Trinity.  All three PW groups use the Horizons Bible study, with Bible study leaders meeting at Highland with Rev. Dr. Rebecca Whitaker in order to study the lessons prior to their leadership in their individual study groups.

First Presbyterian Church of El Paso has 195 women members, 38 of whom are active in their two PW circles and Horizons Bible study. There is also a Service Group which has a prayer chain, organizes Drive-a-Meal when it is their turn, provides music, ushers etc. for chapel services, provides food for fellowship times and decorates for gatherings. In addition to using the Horizons Bible study at their monthly PW meetings, many of the women take part in one of the two Monday studies at their church.  In the fall the morning group studied “Covenant, God’s Enduring Promises” by Kay Arthur, while the afternoon group studied “Confronting the Controversies” by Adam Hamilton.  Men are also welcome in the afternoon group.  Rev. Lynette Meyer teaches these two groups.  8 women attended the Spring Gathering; 5 attended the Fall Cluster Meeting.
Contributions were made to the Birthday Offering, Least Coin, and Thank Offering.  PW put together a cookbook in 2008 called “Manna From Heaven”. That edition was reprinted in 2009 and called “More Manna From Heaven”.  The women continue to sell
these cookbooks to raise money for mission work of PW in their church.  The women make baptismal quilts for infants baptized in their church and participate in knitting sweaters for Guidepost’s Knit for Kids.  There are also women who knit Prayer Shawls to give to shut-ins and those in long-term hospitalizations.  An Angel Tree was sponsored at Christmas for children of prisoners.  Two coffees and two luncheons are held annually.  Eric Pearson spoke at one such event about the renovation and coming programs of the Plaza Theater.  Another speaker was Cathy Hill from the El Paso Community Foundation.  A luncheon was hosted in September and a coffee in December for Church
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Women United.  Sister Rene Weeks of Centro Santa Catalina spoke to the group in September, and donations were collected to support local CWU mission projects in December. Five PW women attended those events.  PW officers for the year were: Moderator Sharon Heider, Vice Moderator Pollyanna Davis, Recording Secretary Martha Lyon, Corresponding Secretary May Fiske, Treasurer Lynne Freeman and Historian Maridee Hargis.  Donna Minear serves on the Search Team for PW Synod of the Sun.  Lynette Meyer was the recipient of an Honorary Life Membership this year.  Women who died during the year were Nancy Daniel, Pat Woodhouse, Margie Davey and Laetitia Love.  Many women also serve the church as elders, deacons and trustees.  Martha Peck served on the Board of Trustees.  Serving as elders were Catherine Baker, Pearl Burkett, Justine Coleman, Lynne Freeman, Lindsay Greene, Sharon Heider, Donna Minear, Martha Peck, Eli Ponsford and Vicki Walker.  Those who served as deacons were Elizabeth Ferguson, Katherine Ferguson, Yoke Wan Gunstream, Maridee Hargis, Kopy Koehler, Rebecca Lenig, Ada Long, Martha Lyon, Gabriela Morales, Maria Murray, Marcia Prest, Lisa Rios, Karin Smith, Bettie Tritton and Christy Wagner.


Highland Presbyterian Church, El Paso has a very active PW comprising three circles which use the Horizons Bible study.  Highlights of Highland’s women’s activities include a Prayer Retreat in September, a pie sale after the worship service in November, a Bayberry Luncheon in December, a Mission Luncheon in March and an Installation Luncheon in May.  They also lead a worship service once a year where the ladies are liturgists and ushers, and one member gives the sermon.  Highland hosted the Desert Rose Cluster meeting in October. Their pastor Dr. Rebecca Whitaker leads the Bible study lesson for leaders each month prior to their circle lessons.  The August luncheon and business meeting of Church Women United was hosted by Highland.  Many women participate in the weekly quilting group or craft group.  The goal of these groups is to have fellowship and fun, as well as make quilts and other items for the annual Bayberry Luncheon which features a raffle, bake sale, and sale of gently used items. The circles also do duties throughout the year for the church such as helping with the Food Cupboard, greeting in the narthex, taking part in Drive-A-Meal during the months that are assigned to their church, and helping sponsor an Angel Tree at Christmas time for children of prisoners.
Trinity Presbyterian Church, El Paso has one very active circle of PW who use the Horizons Bible study.  Their Bible study leaders are part of the group which meets at Highland with Rev. Rebecca Whitaker for an overview prior to leading the lesson for
their Bible study circle.  They hosted the Spring Gathering West in April.  These women also support Church Women United events, take part in Drive-A-Meal during the time
assigned to their church, and help sponsor the Angel Tree at Christmas time for children of prisoners.  Trinity hosts a Northeast Quilter’s Guild once a month for its members, as well as others from other churches.  The goal is to bring the beginner, experienced, younger and older quilters together for learning, sharing and fellowship.  Another special program here is a book club that meets once a month at various restaurants in the area to discuss the book for that month.  The books selected by the group for study and discussion are sometimes religious and sometimes secular.  They welcome other women as well as their own church members.
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University Presbyterian Church, El Paso does not have an organized PW but the women do sponsor a Project Linus group which meets once a month.  Quilters, sewers, crocheters, and knitters join together to make blankets for babies and needy children.

Manhatten Presbyterian Church, El Paso does not have an organized PW but many women plan for and work in the after school program in their church.  They offer tutoring, arts and crafts, and mentoring in this afternoon program for elementary-age children and teens.


Divine Savior Presbyterian Church, El Paso has very mission minded women even though they do not have an organized PW.  The women rally together with the best skill they have as women and mothers—and that is their cooking.  In January the young adult women organized a “Tacos for Javier” luncheon after worship.  They sold plates of tacos to raise funds for Californian Javier Hernandez, the son of a woman who is providing the children’s sermons at their church each Sunday.  They raised $255 for Javier.  A couples of weeks later the young adult women organized another fund raiser—this time an “Enchiladas for Amonnie”.  The two year old Amonnie Hayes was born with liver issues and she and her mother Priscilla Gonzales were in San Antonio awaiting a liver transplant.  Amonnie’s grandmother Priscilla Cepeda Guzman is elder and Worship Chair for Divine Savior.  $265 was raised to help defray expenses for the family as they waited in San Antonio.  According to Commissioned Lay Pastor Linda Martinez, “These projects truly measure the faith and love our women have to do mission when there is a need and they do it with GRACE!!”

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, El Paso does not have an organized PW but the women are active in the church activities and played a big part in organizing the Autumn Celebration at Halloween which was open to all El Paso Presbyterian churches.
Mountain Cluster—Cluster Coordinator Linda Allen


First Presbyterian Church, Ft. Davis with 62 women members has 20 of those active in PW.  Two circles meet monthly using the Horizons Bible study—the morning group has 9 members and the evening group has 11 members.  The evening group has been quite generous with donations.  The daytime group, while declining in members, has enjoyed well-presented Bible study lessons and fine spiritual moments. PW officers
include: Moderator Lanna Duncan, Secretary Carolyn Flowers, Treasurer Louadah Waggoner, Mission Reader Diane More and Historian Sara Pierce.  Daytime group ladies
are Lanna Duncan, Sally Espy, Carolyn Flowers, Vivian Grubb, Patricia Miller, Diane More, Carol Patillo, Sara Pierce and Louadah Waggoner.  Evening group ladies include Linda Allen, Marjorie Ferguson, Beth Francell, Jan Hall, Gene Lancaster, Dianna
Lannom, Laura Lannom, Vickie Maline, Barbara Medley, Lindy Severns and Jeanie Waterston.  Serving on Tres Rios PW Coordinating Team were Linda Allen as Cluster Coordinator and Louadah Waggoner as Search Team member. Financial donations were made to Birthday Offering, Least Coin, Justice and Peace, Thank Offering, Willie Hall Black-Barstow Scholarship Fund, PW Mission Pledge, Alberque Casa Hogar and a women’s Underground Fund which is a church-specific fund for renovating the basement kitchen/fellowship hall.  Alberque Casa Hogar is a favorite mission project of these women.  It is a children’s orphanage in Ojinaga, Mexico across the border from Presidio, Texas which houses 29 children ages 3 to 18.  Teda Neill, founder and former member of this church, is now 98 and ably attended the Kings Day Celebration on January 6, 2010.
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At the annual Christmas luncheon both circles joined together with guests from Alpine, and five board members from Alberque Casa Hogar in the historic home of Sally Espy. Those present were updated on the orphanage—its activities, progress and needs—and the Ft., Davis women and church gave their pledge of financial support. PW Moderator Lanna Duncan presented the greetings and scripture in English and Spanish.  The group celebrated with the singing of Christmas songs in both languages. It was a joyous event as always. Another special event occurred in December when the Evening Group invited their spouses to an evening dinner and togetherness. A local project supported by PW and many other women is Tuesday School which was started in this church but outgrew the fellowship hall and was moved to the local Methodist Church.  The ladies from all the churches in the community take turns providing a lunch meal for all the high school students in Ft. Davis on each Tuesday.  About 100 kids come each week and have a devotional and meal.  It is the only contact with God that some of these children have. Four women attended Spring Gathering; 6 attended Fall Cluster Meeting; 2 attended the PW CT Retreat at Calamity Creek.  These PW hosted the Fall Retreat at which Carol Toombs, a researcher and presenter on the Practice of Prayer  paired with Linda Allen’s daughter Amy Parker to present the program entitled “Growing Toward God: Spiritual Formation Through Prayer”.  Both women were from First Presbyterian in Fort Worth.  28 women from Alpine, Fort Stockton and Fort Davis attended. Historian Sara Pierce says the presentation was “one of the best if not the most interesting I have ever attended since going to Tres Rios PW Gatherings.” A number of baskets were sold for the Roma Basket Project initiated by Churchwide at the cluster meeting.  Everyone celebrated the life of Pansy Espy who died this year at the age of 97.  Pansy spent her life devoted to the Ft. Davis church and was very active in PW. She left behind this motto: “Have faith and it will happen”. Women serving as church elders were Lindy Severns, Carolyn Miller, Rene Parson and Linda Allen, clerk of session.


First Presbyterian, Fort Stockton boasts 41 women out of 52 as active in PW!  The women comprise three circles: the morning circle meets monthly except in the summer;
the Care Circle meets weekly; the Tuesday Circle meets monthly.  The two monthly circles use the Horizons Bible study.  The Care Circle used “The Love Revolution” by
Joyce Meyer.  The Rev. Dr. Jim Miles gave an overview of the Revelation study at a salad supper in August to kick off the year.  PW officers were Moderator Susan Sawyer,
Secretary Beverly Parks, Treasurer Sue Mooney and Historian Sue Prock.  Cindy Dunagan serves on Tres Rios PWCT as the Horizons Representative. Five women 
attended the Spring Gathering in Midland: Carol Adams, Cindy Dunagan, Sue Mooney, Bererly Parks and Sue Prock.  Members attending the Fall Cluster Meeting at Fort Davis were Teresa Ballard, Ethel Barnett, Susu Dyess, Jean Hoffman, Sue Mooney, Beverly
 Parks, Sue Prock, Geneva Ripley and Susan Sawyer.  Attending the Mo Ranch Bible Study Conference were Sue Mooney, Beverly Parks and Sue Prock. One of the biggest local mission projects supported by PW and the entire church is “John 3:16” which is an exciting children’s ministry at First Ft. Stockton.  Begun and staffed by young Presbyterian Women with background support from many Presbyterians, both men and women, this after-school program features transportation from school to the church where with stories, songs, crafts and snacks children from K-5th grade learn and remember the teachings of Jesus. In February and again in November, a meal was served by PW 
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followed by a bake sale and auction to raise money for the Birthday Offering as well as ongoing projects such as the church food pantry and gifts for the high school youth.  A soup and salad meal and Christmas ornament exchange was enjoyed by all of the women in December. In late February Home Tie boxes were packed with snacks and useful surprises and sent to the college students and military members.  Contents of the boxes were supplied by church members and the postage paid by PW.  A Lenten Lunch was served by PW in March with Episcopalian women serving dessert.  The luncheons were organized by the Ministerial Alliance and served at the Baptist Church Family Life Center each Tuesday during Lent.  Those serving the meal as well as the pastor-led devotions were rotated among alliance member churches.  In May high school seniors and in-coming freshmen were honored.  The seniors were given James Avery mementos while the freshmen were given Bibles.  Serving the church as trustees were Jean Hoffman and Anna Haynie; as elders were Jean Hoffman, Gayle Henderson, Malissa Trevino and Sue Prock.  Ann Hurt also serves as a Commissioned Lay Pastor.  One member, Flo Mitchell, was lost in death this year.


First Presbyterian of Alpine has one circle with 14 members.  They are a very active group and meet monthly using the Horizons Bible study.  They hosted a very special Christmas luncheon.  Seven members attend the Fall Cluster Meeting in Fort Davis. 

First Presbyterian of Sanderson has one circle meeting monthly on the first Tuesday at 2:00 p.m.  Four women attend the meeting and Horizons Bible study.

First Presbyterian Church of Pecos still has a faithful few who attend worship each Sunday according to longtime member Sue Lee who was once very active in PW and in Tres Rios Presbytery.  Most of the women members work full time and do not have circle. “Our church family is strong and loving—and the faithful few as to physical ability are in church on Sunday—and support each other with phone calls and prayers,” says Sue.


First Presbyterian Marfa and First Presbyterian McCamey have no PW groups.

Respectively submitted,
Helen Glass, Tres Rios PW Historian
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